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Title Abraham Lincoln and The Penny  

Anchor Object(s) 
Penny 

Guiding 
Question(s) 

 What is a leader? Who is a leader? What makes a good leader? 
 What does liberty mean? 
 How do we honor great leaders?  

 

Summary of 
Lesson  

In this lesson, educators use inquiry and an object investigation of a penny to learn 
about Abraham Lincoln and the characteristics of a great leader.  

 

The following learning strategies are used in this lesson:  

 Object Observation Sketching and Notes  
 Close-Looking and Discussion  
 Mini-Lesson Reflection  

 

The following materials are used in this lesson: 

 Penny  
 Investigation and Reflection Worksheet  

Learning 
Objectives 

After participating in this lesson, students will be better able to analyze objects and 
other primary sources and draw meaning from their observations.  

 

 

 

 

Standard(s) 

[District / State]  

SS.IS.3.K-2: Gather information from one or two sources with guidance and support 
from adults and/or peers. (Illinois, Social Studies, Grade 1) 

 

SS.H.2.1: Describe individuals and groups who have shaped a significant historical 
change. (Illinois, Social Studies, Grade 1) 

 

SS.CV.4.3: Describe how people have tried to improve their communities over time. 
(Illinois, Social Studies, Grade 3) 

 

SS.IS.5.3-5: Develop claims using evidence from multiple sources to answer essential 
questions (Illinois, Social Studies, Grade 5) 

 

SS.CV.1.5: Distinguish the responsibilities and powers of government official at 
various levels and branches of government and in different times and places. (Illinois, 
Social Studies, Grade 5) 

 

Assessment(s) Mini-Lesson Reflection  

Grade 
Elementary (K-5)  

Content Area 
Social Studies 

Timeframe 
15-20 Minutes 
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Activities and Procedures  

Warm Up  

 

Begin the lesson with an “Independent Object Observation” of a penny. Provide 
students with an ‘investigation and reflection’ worksheet.  

Mini-Lesson  

 

Lead a close-looking activity and discussion. (See description below.) 
 

Guided Practice 

Close-Looking and Discussion: Select parts of the object to further analyze, learn 
about and discuss with students.  
 

 Lincoln Portrait: What is a leader? Who is a leader? What makes a good 
leader? 

 Liberty: What does liberty mean? 
 Lincoln Memorial: How do we honor great leaders?  

 

Independent 
Practice  

 

 

Reflection  

 

Mini-Lesson Reflection: Think about a person in your community, school, or home 
who is a good leader. How would you honor them and show that you appreciate 
them?   

 

 

Supplemental Information  

Reference 
websites 

 

 Smithsonian’s History Explorer: A Letter to Abraham Lincoln Lesson Plan  
url: https://historyexplorer.si.edu/resource/letter-abraham-lincoln-homepage 
 

 Smithsonian’s Learning Lab:  
url:  
 

 Smithsonian 3D: Abraham Lincoln Life Mask  
url: https://3d.si.edu/tour/looking-clark-mills-life-mask-abraham-lincoln  

 

 National Museum of American History website: Abraham Lincoln Office Suit  
url: http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_1359700  

Abraham Lincoln’s Hat  
url: http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_1199660 

  

Where or how 
can the object(s) 
be obtained? 

 

Objects (pennies) for this lesson can be obtained at local bank, store, home or brought 
in by students.  

 

Food for Thought 

During which activity will 
object(s) be used? 

 

Object Observation and Mini-Lesson/Guided Practice  

https://3d.si.edu/tour/looking-clark-mills-life-mask-abraham-lincoln
http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_1359700
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How will the object(s) be 
examined by students?  

 

During the object observation and the mini-lesson/guided practice, students 
will hold and analyze the object characteristics.  

 


