
 

   

Featured Artifact: Barbie Dressed as La Virgen de la Caridad del Cobre 
Era 9: Postwar United States (1945 to early 1970s) 

http://historyexplorer.americanhistory.si.edu/resource/?key=2384 

 

 

 

Look at the artifact presented to you. In a few sentences, respond to the following questions:  

DDeessccrriibbee:: Objectively describe the artifact.  What do you think it is made of? What does it look like? 

Does it look old or new? Is it intact, or is it damaged in some way?  

 

AAnnaallyyzzee:: When, where or how do you think this item was used? What kind of person may have created 

or used this item? What significance do you think the object held, either for the creator or the user? Do 

you see words or images on the artifact that connect it to others (besides the creator and user)? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Share your conclusions with a partner, then discuss the following:  

EEvvaalluuaattee  :: Justify why you came to those conclusions about the artifact. What further questions do you 

have about the object? Of those questions, which could you solve by observing the object in person and 

which would you need to solve with research? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After reading and considering the background information, compose a response to the 

following:  

 

AAnnaallyyzzee:: Address the following object-specific questions: 

 

 What two cultural ideals are being presented in this artifact? How do they support or contradict 

one another? 

 

 Why do you think the creator chose a Barbie doll as a basis for his art? 

SSyynntthheessiizzee:: What does this object tell us about the era in which it was created, or the American 

experience as a whole? How would you describe the social, economic, or political climate of America 

during this time? What connections can you make between this object and other things that you have 

seen, read, or experienced?  

 

AAnnaallyyzzee:: Address the following era-specific questions: 

 

 How did the postwar era change the political, social, and economic climate of the United States?  

 

 

Background Information 

This Barbie doll is costumed and accessorized as a representation of The Virgin of Caridad del 

Cobre, Patron Saint of Cuba. The doll wears the ornate blue and gold robe characteristic of the 

Virgin in other depictions in religious cards, carvings, and statues. The figure has a crown and is 

holding a baby (Barbie's brother doll), representing the image of Jesus, and an orb and a crucifix. 

The doll is mounted on a plaster base. Below the doll is a paper boat on painted cloth to represent 

the sea, with three doll figures on the boat that represent the fishermen lost at sea that the Virgin 

saves. Three angels are suspended above the boat. Mixed materials including glass, fabric, plastic, 

gold braid, plaster, paper, paint, and synthetic jewels. Made by Armando Pérez, a man of Cuban 

descent, living in Hatillo, Puerto Rico, at the time he sold this doll to the Smithsonian.  

 


