
 

   

Featured Artifact: March on Washington Handbill 
Era 9: Postwar United States (1945 to early 1970s) 

http://historyexplorer.americanhistory.si.edu/resource/?key=338 

 

 

 

Look at the artifact presented to you. In a few sentences, respond to the following questions:  

DDeessccrriibbee:: Objectively describe the artifact.  What do you think it is made of? What does it look like? 

Does it look old or new? Is it intact, or is it damaged in some way?  

 

AAnnaallyyzzee:: When, where or how do you think this item was used? What kind of person may have created 

or used this item? What significance do you think the object held, either for the creator or the user? Do 

you see words or images on the artifact that connect it to others (besides the creator and user)? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Share your conclusions with a partner, then discuss the following:  

EEvvaalluuaattee  :: Justify why you came to those conclusions about the artifact. What further questions do you 

have about the object? Of those questions, which could you solve by observing the object in person and 

which would you need to solve with research? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After reading and considering the background information, compose a response to the 

following:  

 

AAnnaallyyzzee:: Address the following object-specific questions: 

 

 What are some examples of basic human rights? Do you think the participants of the March on 

Washington were demanding anything outside of the scope of these rights? 

 

 What are the problems presented on the handbill? What solutions did activists propose for these 

issues? 

  

SSyynntthheessiizzee:: What does this object tell us about the era in which it was created, or the American 

experience as a whole? How would you describe the social, economic, or political climate of America 

during this time? What connections can you make between this object and other things that you have 

seen, read, or experienced?  

 

AAnnaallyyzzee:: Address the following era-specific questions: 

 

 How did the postwar era change the political, social, and economic climate of the United States?  

Background Information 

The March on Washington, August 28, 1963, was the largest civil rights demonstration the nation 

had ever witnessed. One hundred years after the Emancipation Proclamation, 250,000 Americans 

of all races gathered to petition the government to pass meaningful civil rights legislation and 

enforce existing laws establishing racial equality. The March for Jobs and Freedom was conceived 

by A. Philip Randolph, leader of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, coordinated by Bayard 

Rustin, and supported by almost all the major civil rights organizations and many labor unions 

and religious organizations. Its speakers included Randolph, John Lewis, James Farmer, Walter 

Reuther, and Martin Luther King Jr., whose "I Have a Dream" speech invoked the hopes of all 

Americans seeking racial justice. 

 

This handbill was donated in 1964 by Rev. Walter Fauntroy, a principle organizer and chairman of 

the Washington, D.C., coordinating committee. It is one of many items in the Museum's civil rights 

collection that helps document and preserve this pivotal event in American history. 


